TOWN OF WOODBRIDGE Telephone: (203) 389-3401
11 MEETINGHOUSE LANE FAX: (203) 389-3480
WOODBRIDGE, CONNECTICUT 06525 E-mail; mcardozo@woodbridgect.gov

MICA CARDOZO
FIRST SELECTMAN

August27, 2026

Re: Fitzgerald Property — Town Commitment to Non-Development and Responsible
Stewardship.

To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Woodbridge, | write in support of the
Town’s application for resilient forestry grant funding for our Fitzgerald Property and affirm
the Town’s commitment to preserving and responsibly managing the land proposed for
resilient forestry practices (Fig. 1).

The Fitzgerald Property is one of the Town’s most valued public open spaces. it is centrally
located, widely used, and betoved by residents. The property has been held by the Town for
more than fifty years, having been donated to the Town in 1973. Since that time, it has been
reserved for public, non-development uses and community benefit.

The property contains a mix of forested land and open/recreational areas, with
approximately half forested and half open or recreational. Existing public amenities include
hiking traits, a dog park, community gardens, and other improvements that support passive
recreation and public enjoyment of the land. The property also contains wetlands and is
located near public water authority land and other natural resource features that
contribute to its conservation value.

The Town recognizes the importance of managing the Fitzgerald Property in a manner that
supports forest health, wetlands and water resource protection, climate resilience, wildlife
habitat, and continued public enjoyment. The Town has no plan to develop the Fitzgerald
Property for residential, commercial, industrial, or other intensive uses that are
inconsistent with its long-standing public open space and park purposes.

Although portions of the Fitzgerald Property are actively used and improved for passive
recreation and community uses, the forested areas have remained largely unmanaged. The
Town now seeks to take a more active and responsible approach to long-term forest
stewardship, resilience, habitat value, and natural resource protection.

To support this effort, this Board of Selectmen has approved funding to prepare a forest
management plan for the property, and the Town has retained a professional forester to
assist with the work. After completing the work proposed in the Resilient Forestry Practices
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Grant application, the Town intends to use the forest management plan to guide long-term
stewardship, restoration, invasive species control, resilience activities, and other
appropriate forest management practices.

This Board of Selectmen plans to maintain the Fitzgerald Property for open space, passive
recreation, conservation, and non-development purposes. The Town is further committed
to implementing appropriate recommendations of the forest management plan over time,
using available municipal budgeting, partnerships with conservation organizations and
land trusts, and local, state, federal, and private grant opportunities.

This letter has been reviewed by this Board of Selectmen and accepted by resolution at a
duly noticed public meeting held on Aug 26, 2026. The Board supports the Town’s resilient
forestry grant application and affirms that Fitzgerald Property will continue to be managed
as an important public open space, park, and conservation resource for the benefit of
current and future residents.

Sincerely,
Wees (oo o 8/27/26
Mica Cardozo Date

First Selectman
Town of Woodbridge

For the Board of Selectmen Town of Woodbridge
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Figure 1. Fitzgerald Property (red) with proposed RFPG Work outlined (green).
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RESOLUTION APPROVING LETTER OF RESPONSIBLE STEWARDSHIP AND NON-
DEVELOPMENT COMMITMENT FOR THE FORESTED ACRES OF FITZGERALD
PROPERTY

WHEREAS, the Town of Woodbridge owns certain land known herein as Fitzgerald Propery,
including approximately 35 acres of forested land, as more particularly shown or described in
Exhibit A attached hereto; and

WHEREAS, this Board of Selectmen recognizes the public value of maintaining the property
for forest, open space, conservation, habitat, watershed, climate resilience, passive recreation,
and related municipal purposes;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that this Board of Selectmen hereby approves and
adopts the letter attached hereto as Exhibit B, stating that the Town plans to maintain the
Fitzgerald Property for open space, passive recreation, conservation, and non-development
purposes and not be developed for uses inconsistent with resilient forestry, forest stewardship,
open space, conservation, and the purposes of the grant application; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Board of Selectmen affirms the Town’s intent to
maintain the identified acreage in an undeveloped condition and to manage it in 2 manner
consistent with the applicable forest management plan, stewardship plan, grant application, and
grant-funded activities; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Board of Selectmen authorizes the First Selectman, or
the First Selectman’s designee, to sign and submit the letter and to carry out the purposes of this
resolution.

WMees. Caua o o 8/27/26

S—

Mica Cardozo Date
First Selectman of Woodbridge
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